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the Rev. Tyrcphilus Lindſey, M. A. 
Being a defenſe of the Doctrine of the ſu- 
preme Deity of the Son and Spirit of God, 
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ee Orthodox Diflenting- Miniſte;'s 
Reaſons, for a farther Application to Par- 
ljament, for Relief in che Matter of Sub- 


ſcription to the Articles of the Church of : 
England. Price 24. 


The Reader is deſired to correct the follo wing Miſtakes, occafioned 


by the Author's being e called away from an Atten- 
tion to the Preſs, 


Page 9, Line 25, for elate, read elevate— 10 21, for fingly, read 
ümply—16 9, read while outward objects, &c.—22 23, road 
appear —23 29, read maintain—24 23 of the Note, read are 
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| * _-Exhortations, &c,—228 3, read that that Man, &c.—31 21 of 
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2 CORINTHIANS XU. 10. 


— Mien I am weak , then am 1 Atrong. 


FANE objection, raiſed againſt divine 
revelation, is, that it contradicts it- 
ſelf. — The Bible indeed (incomprehenſible 
as ſome of its doctrines are to our finite 
capacities yet) when conſidered as proceed- 
ing 'from the inſpiration of God, muſt be 
truth; and truth cannot contradict itſelf” 
the more the ſacred writings are duly at- 
tended to and underſtood; the greater will 
their beauty and conſiſtency appear; but 
perſons who have but a very ſuperficial 
acquaintance with them, and diſreliſh their 
contents, have ſtrove to make them appear 
ridiculous to others; and ſome ſuch might 
poſſibly, upon hearing my text, pronounce 
that alſo a paradox or contradiction — and 
aſk, „How can a man be at once weak 
% and ſtrong? The farther explanation 
of the words will ſuggeſt an anſwer to 
this queſtion; and may, by the bleſſing of 
God, be for the comfort and ſatisfaction 
1 B of 


5 
of thoſe that live under the influence 6f 
religion, and can trace its operations in- 
their own experience, as inconteſtibly prov- 
ing the doctrine which the text advances. 

"Prile is, of all the wicked paſſions of 
the human heart, the moſt ſinful and dan- 
gerous. — It is ſinful, as it exalts itſelf 
againſt God, againſt the croſs of Chriſt and 
the doctrines of his grace; — It is danger- 
ous, in that it is odious to the moſt high, 
and provokes his diſpleaſure, who knoweth 
the proud afar off; (a) and it is the mort 
ſo, in that it ſticks ſo cloſe to us; fo eaſily 
biaſſes our opinions, mixes itſelf with our 
thoughts, actions, and duties; and can ſo 
artfully diſguiſe itſelf, -as even to eſcape 
ſuſpicion. Pride appears greatly in the 
grandeur and pomp of the world; and not 

unfrequently in a ſtudied and ſingular plain- 
neſs alſo.— It is diſcoverable in the haugh- 
tineſs, the wrath and impatience of one 
claſs of men; and by an affectation of humi- 
lity, an over-acted complaiſance in another. 
— It is to be ſeen, in the aſſiduity with 
which ſome deny or conceal their faults; 
and the diſregard, which others ſnew to the 
cenſure of their acquaintances. — Yea even 
in a certain ridiculous. cuſtom that many 
people have got, of declaiming againſt. 
| | f 
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Ca) Plalm cxxxviil. 6. 
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chemſelves, and expoſing their own. weak 


neſſes; the manifeſt interpretation of which 
is, See how humble I am! - Who knows 


all the workings of this depraved principle? 
There cannot be a ſurer evidence of its 
dominion over any heart, than to diſpute its 
exiſtence there. — Pride -18 at the founda- 


tion of many a florid profeſſion of reli- 


gion. While it draws away the timorous 
and cowardly, from countenancing that 


which. 1s good, and cauſes them to be 
aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt; it leads 
the phariſaical to an oftentatious formality; 
and hurries the forward to an exceſſive, 
furious, and intemperate zeal for the Lord, 


—a zeal, that has been of as much detri-, 


ment to truth on the one hand, as languor 
and inactivity have injured it on the other. 


— Many a ſyſtem of opinions alſo, there is, 


under the name of religion, that reſts chiefly 
on this baſis; ſo that if pride was but 
removed, the whole building muſt of neceſ- 
fity totter and tumble down. — The con- 
ſtant aim therefore, of real religion, being 
to hide pride from men, by convincing 


them (wherever it effectually works) of 


their own abſolute unworthineſs, and total 
| inſufficiency, that the creature, the ſinner, 


may be in his proper place, and God alone 
exalted in the ſalvation of his redeemed ; 


the holy Apoſtle, in the context, AY hs 
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us of a very painful conflict, at was 
appointed to him, expreſsly for the purpoſe 
I have been ſpeaking of, leſt he ſhould be ex- 
alted above meaſure; v. 7. of the method which 
he took to maintain this hard ſtruggle, v. 8. 
of his ſucceſs; v. 9. and, in the text, we 
have the inſtruction which reſulted to him 
from the whole of this his ee 
when I am weak, he ſays, then am I ſtrong 
as if he had ſaid, my ſtrength confi 
in a proper eſtimate of mine own weakneſs.” 
Or in other words, © a due ſenſe of my 
* weakneſs conduces to make me ſtrong.” 
I[t is clear, from this confeſſion, that 
the Apoſtle viewed himſelf as feeble, and 
unable to ſtand, or make progreſs in the 
ways of God. — That this was a fact pre- 
vious to his knowledge of it; and would 
have been equally a fact, if he had not 
been aware of it. — And that he confidered 
the knowledge of his innate weakneſs, as 
neceſſary in order to his eſtabliſhment and 
improvement in religion, — I may add 
alſo, that, the chriſtian- life being ſubſtan- 
tially the ſame in all the people of God, 
and they all having been made to drink into 
one ſpirit : (b) this is the uniform ſentiment 
of every chriſtian, in all ages of the church; 
and it leads me, in ſpeaking from the words, 
to enquire, I. Lato 
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1. Into the grounds of the conviction, 
which a godly man has of his on weak- 
neſs. And. 
II. In what manner, this 8 of 


his weakneſs, is conducive to his ſtrength. 
Now, 


I. The grounds of chis convicted, that 
a good man has of his own weakneſs; or 
the means whereby he is broughr. to enter- 
tain this opinion of himſelf, may perhaps, 


be reduced to theſe four heads, A diſ- 


covery of the corruptions of his heart, — 
The exerciſe, that he has from the temp- 
tations of Satan, — The ſeveral duties of 
the chriſtian-life, which he is called to. — 


And the affliftive diſpenſations of provi- 


dence, that he meets with. — The illuſtra- 
tion of theſe particulars, while it proves 
the point, will alſo. comprize the different 
interpretations given of the Apoſtle's thorn 
in the fleſh, the painful ſenſe whereof drew 
him to this conctuſion. —— As, 

(1) One cauſe, concurring to produce 


this conviction, is the diſcovery which the 


chriſtian has of the corruptions of his heart. 
— Demonſtrable as is the truth that God 
is holy, and infimtely abſtracted from all 


ſin; it is impious to conceive of him, di- 


rectly or indirectly, co-operating towards 
our depravity; fin comes ſimply and en- 
tirely, from ourſelyes ; not the leaſt degree 


of -- 


1 

of it can come from God. — But fact teſti. 
fies, that corruption is in our hearts; and, 
whatever difficulties real or imaginary habe 
been ſtarted about the manner of its in- 
troduction there, the evidences of its exiſt- 
ence are too ſtrong, to admit of reaſonable 
contradiction.— We ſhall not wiſh for its 
removal until we are ſeriouſly affected with 
its malignity ; ; and ſee the dangerous extent 
in which it has infected our natures; for. 
the whole need not a phyfician, but they that. 
are fick. (c) — The work of grace, in the 
ſoul, therefore begins here, in opening the 
eyes of the mind, to behold the glory and 
excellence of the moſt high God; the pu- 
rity, ſtrictneſs and ſpirituality of the divine 
law; and our own ſinfulneſs; and from 
hence aroſe thoſe ſcriptural exclamations, 
ſo frequently repeated, and ſo extremely 
analogous to the ſelf abaſing language of 
all the children of God, How ſhall man be 
juſt with Gd? (d) — Woe is me, becauſe I 
am a man of unclean lips, for mine eyes have 
ſeen the King, the Lord of hoſts. (e) — Wha 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? (F 
or who can ſay, I am pure from my fin? (g 
= If I waſh myſelf with ſnow water, and 
make my hands never ſo clean, (i. e. endea- 
| vour, 


| (c) Mat. ix. 12. (4) Job ix. 2. (e. Iſa. vi. 5, 
(/) Job xiv. 4 {(£/) Prov. is 0. 
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vour, by any pretence, to juſtify myſelf ;) 
yet ſhalt thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine 
own clothes abhor me. (h) — God be merciful 
to me a ſinner. (i) — This knowledge of a 
man's ſelf, impreſſes his mind deeply with 
the irregularities of his conduct; or ſup- 
poſe, that he has been reſtrained, in any 
meaſure, from the commiſſion of groſſer 


immoralities; yet he ſees that in his heart, 


are the ſeeds of every preſumptuous ſin: 
out of the heart are the iſſues of life; and 
out. of the heart proceed evil thoughts, mur- 
ders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, falſe- 
witneſs, blaſphemies, and every thing which 
defileth a man. (k) — Nor is this a convictions 
confined to his firſt attention to, and en- 
trance upon religion; but which runs thro? 
his whole life; fo that the more he is ac- 
uainted with himſelf, the more does he 
ſee of the deceitfulneſs and deſperate wick- 
edneſs of his own heart; the more he 
grows in grace, the more he grows in 
this grace alſo, humility. — It is not im- 


poſſible, but under ſome particular enlarge- 


ments of ſoul in God's ways, young con- 
verts may almoſt have imagined, from the 
pleaſure that they were then favoured with, 
that their enemies were conquered, and 
they ſhould be called to fight no more; but 


—_ 


” Job ix. 30. (7) Luke xviii. 13. C Mat. xv. 19. 
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experience has ever taught them a contrary 


leſſon; viz. that this is not their reſt, —that 
they muſt meet with difficulties here below, 
as well as pleaſures. — — Their corruptions 
have ariſen again and difcovered, that tho” 


quelled for a ſeaſon, they were not dead; 
and the chriſtian ſoldier has been called 
on, after his time of refreſhment, to wreſtle 


with fleſh and blood; (I) to mortify his members 
which are upon the earth; (m) and crucify 


the fleſh with its regular affections and luſts, 


(n) a death flow and painful, like that to 
which it is here compared. — Hence, the 


moſt holy and exemplary men in the world, 
have been leaſt ſenſible of their own good- 


"neſs; have been moſt feelingly touched with 
Aki own infirmities and imperfections, their 


pride and unbelicf, the many evil propen- 


ſities and diſorders of their minds, the weak- 


neſs of their beſt reſolutions; and I might 
fafely reſt the appeal, with any perſons 


thus taught, whether they have not learnt 
from this experience, their own inſufficiency 
for performing the great work of religion, 
and that, without Chriſt they can do nothing ? 
(9) 


A like proof 1s deducible alſo, 
(2,) From the influence of temptation 


| upon the mind. —Satan 1 is a watchful enemy; 


and 


— 


a Kok. vi. 12, (m) Col. iii, 8. {n) Gul v. 24. 
| (0) John xv. 5 


(1 


and goeth about as a roaring lion, inſatiable 
and ſeeking whom he may devour. (p) — His 


arts are various; his aim in all of them is 
to injure and deſtroy. — The cunning with 
which he is ſo unhappily ſucceſsful in 
deluding the children of diſobedience, in 
pacifying the remonſtrances 'of conſcience, 
and lulling ſinners aſleep in fin, but too 
aptly yerifies the deſcription which ſacred 
writ gives of him, as binding the eyes of 
them that believe not; (q) and taking. them 
captive at his will. (r) — Happy they who 
are not ignorant of his devices ! — When 
a ſoul is ſnatched from his dominion, we 
may naturally ſuppoſe him more reſtleſly 


bent on regaining the empire he has loſt; 


and, if poſſible, on ruining that ſoul. — 


* And ſhall I now call to your remem- 


<< brance, chriſtians! his various attempts 
<< to entrap and undo you * 2 His attempts, 
ce 


to transform himſelf into an Angel of 
« light, — to ſmooth the horrid viſage of 
fin, that you might be induced to think 
favourably of it. — His attempts, to 
elate you to preſumption, or to drive 
you to deſpair; to excite your own 
depravity, or to inject diſhonourable 
thoughts of God into your minds. — 
e What diſturbance he has himſelf cauſed 
C — 
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„ in you; and what diſtreſs he has influ- 
e enced others to give you, either by the 
ce allurements of enſnaring company on the 
one hand, or the dread of contempt and 
* perfecution on the other,” The recollec- 
tion of each of theſe particulars will evince, 
that the ſuggeſtions of the devil are as fiery 
arrows, and the degenerate heart as tinder to 
catch the flame; and it will abundantly prove 
alſo how weak we are in ourſelves; unable 
to direct our ſteps, and vnicquat ro the 
mighty talk of ſuccefsfully reſiſting tempta- 
tion, and overcoming the evil one. 
Again, 

0 3.) The ſeveral duties of the chriſtian life, 
which we are called to, afford the ſame teſ- 
tifmony. — Fhe duties of the miniſterial office, 
for inſtance, convince every one ſeriouſly en- 
gaged in the work; convince him every day 
and every week, every fermon he preaches, 
and every religious duty he is employed in, 
how unable he is in himſelf ſingly conſidered, 
to go thro? ſuch duties, with any honour to 
God. any comfort to his own ſoul, or edifi- 
cation to the ſouls of others: convince every 
ſuch miniſter therefore of the propriety of 
the Apoſtle's words, who is ſufficient for theſe 

things ? (/ — And, when miniſters or 
private chriftians, have been called to any 
extraor- 
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extraordinary exertions of themſelves, in obe- 
dience to the commands of God, or the inti- 
mations of his providence as (Abraham and 
Moſes, as the Prophets, the Apoſtles of our 
Lord, and many more of the faithful, at dif- 
ferent times and in different ways, have been) 
they have all to a man confeſſed their own 
inſufficiency, and incapacity for the diſcharge 
of ſuch duties. — The Apoſtle Paul, in many 
places, declares the ſenſe that he had of this 
truth. Not that wwe are ſufficient of ourſelves to 
think any thing as of ourſelves, but our ſufficien- 
cy is of God.(t)— Accordingly when he inſiſt- 


ed, that he was not a -whit behind the very 


chiefeſt Apoſtle; and that he had laboured more 
abundantly than they all; (u) he cautiouſly ad- 
ded, yet not I, but the grace of God which 


Was with me. (w) — And, when he ſpake of 


the firmneſs of his mind, in every ſtation of 
life allotted to him, he modeſtly explained 
himſelf, by doing all things thre Chriſt who 
ſtrengthened him. (x)— No texts can be plainer 
than theſe; or more expreſſive of the per- 
ſuaſion, which the Apoſtle had of his own 
inability. —.I ſaid, that when particular and 
extraordinary duties are enjoined, they have 
this effect; and may I not aſſert the ſame, of 
the more common and ordinary duties com- 


C4 manded ? 
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7.) 2 Cor. iii. 5. Cu) 2 Cor. xi. 5. 
(w) I Cor. XV. 10. (x) Phil. iv. IZ. 
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manded ? Do we not find ourſelves unable 
to hear or read God's word with ſtedfaſtneſs 
and attention? To pray to God, with fervor 
or devotion? To meditate, on God and 
divine things, with delight ? Do we not find 
our hearts cold and inſenſible? Our thoughts 
wandering? Our affections fluctuating and 
variable? And tho' we lament it, wiſh it 
were otherwiſe, and ſtrive againſt it; yet {till 
the diſorder is there. A melancholy indica- 
tion, of the indiſpoſition of our minds, and 
our impotence towards ſpiritual and een 

purſuits. And what 
(4.) Does a ſeaſon of affliction alſo teach? 
When the iron-hand of adverſity is laid up- 
on any one: when the body has. been tor- 
tured with pain: when from a ſtate of af- 
fluence, eaſe and fancied ſecurity, people 
have been reduced to poverty, and forced 
into an acquaintance with grief : when the 
death of friends, and the precarious tenure of 
earthly dependencies have proclaimed, ceaſe 
from man whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, for 
wherein is he to be accounted of? (y) — Or 
ſuppoſe a man to realize that which this 
Apoſtle did, for the ſake of Chriſt and the 
goſpel; to endure hunger and thirſt, cold 
and nakedneſs, contempt and reproach, to 
be expoſed to danger, and to face death in 
a variety 


(5) Iſa. i. . 
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a variety of frightful forms : let ſuch a man, 
in ſuch circumſtances, try to reaſon himſelf 
into calmneſs, compoſure and ſubmiſſion , 


if he is poſſeſſed of any ſenſibility, will he not 


find it extremely difficult? Some people 
doubtleſs are more hardy, and leſs ſenſible 
of misfortunes than others; but, in how ma- 
ny inſtances, have the boaſted efforts of phi- 
loſophic-tranquility failed in the day of 
trial; demonſtrating the truth of Solomon's 
words, If thou fainteſt in the day of adverſity, 
_ thy ftrength is ſmall. (z) — And when perſons 
fly, in their diſtreſſes, to amuſement or intem- 
perance, to drive away care, or rather to 
ſtupify and drown reflection; ſhort. and in- 
effectual as the relief obtained from fuch re- 
ſources is; yet the having recourſe to them, 
betrays an inward conſciouſneſs of their'own 
weakneſs without them. — Nor. does chriſ- 
tianity, while it ſpiritualizes the ſoul, exalt 


it above the feelings of ſenſe; any more 


than it ſets us above the changes of the 
world: {till the chriſtian is a man, — a man 
of like paſſions with other men; and finds 
it neceſſary that his comfort, under the 
viciſſitudes of life, be of a higher nature 


than can be derived from the fortitude of 


his own mind, or the gratifications of this 
empty world. — If then, theſe, compara- 
tively 


(z) Prov. xxiv. 10. 
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_ tively light niflictions, are ſo piercing; if 


the heart is ſo little able of itfelf to reſiſt 
the impreſſions which they make; how much 
more ſad is the dread of God's diſpleaſure, 
and the terrors of an awakened conſcience! 


A ſenſe of the love of God may enable 


-2 man to ſuſtain his infirmity:; but à wounded 
Ipirit who can bear? (a) A very competent 
judge of the matter declared this to be in- 


tollerable; when, in an addreſs to heaven, 


he cried out; while 1 ſuffer thy terrors, I am 


-diftraited. () - Night and day thy hand was 
_ heavy upon me, my moiſture is turned into the 


the drought of ſummer. (c 
Thus do ſcripture and experience prove, 
that we are infirm helpleſs creatures; not 
only comparatively weak and imperfect in 
our original make; but abundantly more 
to, by innate depravity, and indulgence of 
fin. — How pernicious that poiſon, which 
has produced ſuch baneful conſequences ! 
— How deplorably fooliſh are they, that 
delight in it, and drink it down ſo gree- 
dily! — So has ſin unmanned us and ener- 
wated our frame: — And the text implies, 
ithat an acquaintance with this truth, hum- 
IE as it is, is a moſt important and 
uſeful 
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uſeful part of ſelf-knowledge. Let us now 


therefore enquire, in the _. 

IId Place, Into the benefits ariſing from 
this knowledge; or in what manner the 
conviction, which a good man has of his 
own weakneſs, is conducive to his ſtrength } 
ien I am weak, ſaid the Apoſtle, then am 
J ftrong. — There are two effects of thia 
conviction, that may be naturally expected, 
twatchfulneſs and prayer, both which will 
fully demonſtrate its utility ; and how much 
it muſt contribute to ſtrengthen and _ 
hſh the ſoul. 

(..) Watchfulneſs. — Juſt as a man in 
an infirm ftate of body, feeling the imbe- 
cllity of his frame, and from the natural 
defire of preſervation, walks cautiouſly 
obſerves well his footing — guards againſt 
danger, and takes heed left he falls; fo 
does a ſoul truly humbled, from an ex- 
perience of his moral impotence. — Incon- 
ſiderate as unregenerate men are, and in- 
ſenſible of this danger, they ruſh heedleſsly 
along as if they were in perfect health; 
and tho', had they difcernment enough, 
their frequent falls might teach them that 
their ftrength is departed from them ; yet, 
fancying that it is unimpaired, they act 
over again the ſame deluded part that 
Sampſon did, when, after his locks were 
cut, he ſaid, 7 will go out as at other times 

before, 
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before, ad ſhake myſelf. (d) — This miltaics | 


is alas! the natural and unhappy ſource, 
of many unavailing and ſelf-confident re- 
ſolutions; and, among many other evils, 


the unhappy cauſe of a ſinner's tampering 


with temptation, on the fond preſumption, 
that © hitherto he ſhall go and no further;” 


not aware that the ſmalleſt inlet to evil is 


dangerous; and that, while objects may 


become the occaſions of fin, our principal 


— tut 


enemy is within us. Let us, on the 
other hand, contemplate the man who lives 
under the deep conviction of his own 
weakneſs. — See, how diligent he is in 
keeping his heart; how watchful over his 
words and actions. — He 'narrowly inſpects 


his motives; his diſpoſitions and inclina- 


tions; the biaſs and temper of his 'mind ; 
the temptations he lies expoſed to in gene- 


ral, or is more peculiarly liable to from 


his conſtitution and connexions in life; 


bringing every thought into captivity to the 


obedience of Chriſt, (e) and the teſt of his 
word. — He takes heed to his words alſo; 
that he fins not with his tongue; ſets a 
guard over his lips, leſt what he utters 


ſhould ſavour of irreverence or prophane- 
neſs, of pride or cenſoriouſneſs, of undue 


levity or indecency, of hypocriſy or deceit. 
0 ä — He 
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— He conſiders his ways, and walks care. 


fully ; leſt he ſhould deviate from the right 
road into the crooked and ſeducing paths 
of ſin; leſt he ſhould turn to the right 
hand or the lefr, and wander from God's 
commandments. — He departs from known 
ſin, with the utmoſt precipitation ; he a- 
voids even the appearance of evil; ſhuns 
that company, which may lead him more 
or leſs aftray from his duty; and chuſes 


rather, to deny himſelf of many indulgen- 


ces, that are not abfolutely criminal, tho! 
not expedient z and indulgences that might 
in ſome caſes, be innocent and lawful; 

well knowing, that his heart is very deceit- 
ful; that he cannot be at tao great a diſ- 
tance from any thing enſnaring; and that 


he that deſpiſeth ſmall things ſhall fall by 


liitls and little. (f) — Watchfulneſs is by 
all parties agreed to have a manifeſt ten- 
dency, and to be a moſt neceſſary requilite 
to our ſecurity againſt ſin; the advice of 
ſcripture is, be not high minded, but fear; (g 
and, if a deep impreſſion of our own weak- 


neſs, is a leading inducement to watchful. 


neſs; then ſuch an impreſſion, is a main 
part of a chriſtian's ſpiritual defence; and 
illuſtrates with what ſtrict propriety the 
"RI declared, that when he was weak, 
D then 
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then he was ftrong, —— But this is not all 4 
there 1s. 

(2.) Another 3 ariſing Gin fuck a 
conviction, namely, that it is a prevalent 
motive to earneſt prayer. — That except the 
Lord keep the city, the watchmen watch is 
vain; (4) is equally a truth, in ſpiritual as 
in worldly matters; ke that irufteth in his 
own heart is, in ſcripture pronounced to be, 


4 fool; (i) but bleſſed is the man that maketh 


the Lord his truſt, (k) whoſe hope the Lord 
ts. (1) — The name of the Lord, ſaid Solomon, 
25 4 ſtrong tower , the righteous man runneth 


into it, and is ſafe. () To this therefore 
David, from a conſciouſneſs of his own in- 


ability ro ſupport himfelf in the ways of 
religion, fled ; hold thou me up, he ſays, and 
J. Hall be ſafe; and I will have reſpelt unto 
thy ſtatutes continually ; order my fteps in thy 
Word, and let not any iniquity have dominion 
over me. (n) — To this Paul betook him- 
ſelf, under the painful preſſure of the thorn 
in his fleſh; he beſought the Lord thrice, i. e. 
repeatedly, that it might depart from him. (0) 
This has been the uniform practice of good 
men in every age; this, their only ſupport 
and relief, when aſſaulted by corruptions, 
| when 
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(4A) Pſalm cxxvii. 1. Ci) Prov. xxviii. 26. (4) Plalm 
xl. 4. (C Jer. xvii. 7. (m. Prov. xviii. 10. C Plalm 
cxix. 117, 143. (e 2 Cor. xii. 8. 
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when harraſſed by temptations, when en- 
gaged in duties, or labouring under afflic- 
tions, To whom ſhall we go, but unto 
* thee O Lord? All our ſprings are in 
*. thee, and our expectations from thee,” — 
Chriſt is the rock, on which they build all 


all their fuppliesz the freedom and gra- 
ciouſneſs of his promiſes are the conſola- 
tion of their ſouls z and, while they watch 
againſt ſin, yet knowing their own fickle- 
neſs, all their expectations of ſtedfaſtneſs 
in their chriſtian courſe, of perſeverance to 
the end, and of final happineſs, ariſe from 
that omnipotent grace, which is able to 
keep them from falling; from the unchang- 


is day, and for ever, (p) and from God, 
whote mercy endureth to everlaſting. —A weak 
man is glad of a ſtaff, to bear up a body 
too feeble to ſuſtain itſelf; and had not 
the true chriſtian the grace and compaſſion 
of God to depend upon ; every other te- 
| Hance he is fenfible would be vain; would 
de hurtful, would prove a broken reed, 
whereon if a man lean, it will pierce him.— 
But God forgetteth not the cry of the hum- 
plz, (4) and this is the beſt encouragement, 
what he has not in himſelf, he has in God ; 
FFF this 
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(2) Heb. Xiti, 8. (9) Pſalm ix. 12. 


their hopes; from his fulneſs, they expect 


ing loye of Jeſus, who is the ſame yeſterday, 


as 
— —— 7 <HY 
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6 28, ) 
this is a reflection that, received * faith, 
yields ſolid reſt and peace to the mind, — 
It is eaſy to comprehend, how a ſoul thus 
ſtrengthened may become eſtabliſhed in the 
faith of the goſpel, and hold on his way, 
being kept by the power of God, and made 
a. congueror, yea more than a conqueror thro 
him that hath. loved him; (r — And ſuch; 
is. the manifeſt tendency of a deep. and 
| ſerious conviction of our own weakneſs. 
This being the cafe, there are two re- 
marks proper to be ſuggeſted, as very 
natural inferences from the ſubject. | 
(I.) That if a conviction of our own 
weakneſs conduces to our ſtrength in reli- 
gion; then a man cannot be too deeply ſenſible 
of that weakneſs. — The utmoſt that he ſees 
of it is not equal to the reality; and the 
greater diſcernment he has of it, (as it muſt 
make him more humble and diſtruſtful of 
kimſelf; more watchful, afraid of temp- 
tation, and earneſt in prayer to God fr 
help, ſo) the ſtronger he muſt of conſe- 
quence be, — that is, ſtrong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might , ( ſtrong in the 
grace that is in Chriſt Feſus. (t) — And this 
obſervation, furniſhes us with a ſatisfactory 
"ON to a wann of objections, urged 
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againſt the doctrine of man's inſufficiency: 
in the matter of his ſalvation. — It is ob- 
jected, for inſtance, & that this repreſenta- 
tion is carrying things 10 an extreme. 
And were it ſo, one thing is clear, that 
it is no extreme of my own invention; the 
Apoſtle Paul is alike chargeahle with it.— 
But the Apoſtle ſpoke by divine inſpiration, 
agreeable to his own experience, and that 
of other chriſtians; and, if che preceding 
proof be concluſive, it is no | exaggerated 
account of human nature; but a fact, of 
great iinportance to be known; a fact that, 
the more ſeriouſly it is entered into, the 


greater benefit will redound thence, to the 


perſon acquainted with it, — It has been 
aſſerted however, that it is a moſt diſ- 
* couraging doctrine; and tends to clip the 
« 4 of a man's endeavours, in the 

te purſuit of holineſs.” But how can that 
be, when at the ſame time that man's own 
inability is preached, the ſufficiency of God's 
power, and his willingneſs to ſave, is com- 
manded allo to be in the freeſt manner 
declared, that the awakened ſinner, who 
ſees that he is deſtroyed in : himſelf, may 
alſo know, in whom there is help for him? 
We ſpeak as much encouragement to re- 
penting ſinners, as any other ſyſtem of 
opinions whatever, with this eſſential dif- 
ference, that the latter derives its ſtrength 


from 


19 } 
from the man himſelf, and we wholly 
from above. Let us now turn up the 
other, fide of the objection, It has boen 
further uncharitahly urged, that this is 4 
* tic kei doctrine, calculated to harden the 


heart ; ta fir men in a ſinful ſecurity, 


* from an àpprehenſion of their -0wn in- 


L abilis to do good actiohs, and à pre- 


* ſumptuons hope of the unalterable love 


and mercy of: God.“ - What abuſe may 


be made of , by thoſe whoſe hearts ard 
fet in them to do evil, (u) and who hold the 
truth in unrighteouſneſs,. (u am not to 
anſwer for, any more than for their abuſe 
of the neceſſaries and conveniences of life, 
N God affords doubtleſs for better 
purpoſes; but we have, I hope, made it 
appem, from the dire and baturat inſlu- 
ence of this doctrine on the minds of pious 
and upright men, that it is 4 doctrim at- 


cording: to gadlineſ. (x) — And let me ap- 


peak now; to: the lives of the profeſſors of 
theſe prineiples; and aſk, © Who appears 
<. moſt conſtant and earneſt in religious 
« exerciſes? Who are moſt humble, con- 
fſcientious and uniform in an attendance 
* upon divine ordinances ? Who are moſt 

e of their behaviour, and afraid 


een 
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(s) Ecelef. viii. 11. {(w) Rom. i. 18. 
(x) 1 Tim, vi, 3. 


„„ 
f entieements to fin? Who are molt 
cautious of vain ow and of con- 
forming to the follies and amuſements 
* this age abounds in, ſo much to the 
deſtruction of time, and the diſſipation 
++ of the mind? Who, I might aſk, are 
„ the moſt remarkable for abſtaining from 
evil communications, and circumſpectly 
% walking with God in the road of duty; 
* thoſe that plead for, or that deny a 
power naturally inherent in man to do 
good? And whence is it, that perſom 
«© who, while they were confident of their 1 
* own ſtrength, had no fear of venturing 1 
** too near to temptation; as ſoon as they 


— 


4 


: te were properly apprized of their -own f 
; * weakneſs, inſtantly became tender of the | 
: * leaſt approach to any thing ſinful, as | 
1 e, when our bodies are fore, dread the | 
: “ leaſt thing that might irritate. the diſeaſed | 

: e part? Whence this ſtrange revolution of bt 
; “ ſentiments and conduct?“ Let the whole | 
2 be impartially enquired into, and I am not | 

in the leaſt apprehenſive of an unfavourable = i 
anſwer, — This leads me to venture ano- | 

ther inference from what has been ſaid. i 

(2.) We learn hence, how to form @ juſt 

eftimate - of thoſe principles, and that kind of il 


preaching which ſo tenacioufly maintains the 
power of man, to do the will of Cod; that 


they 
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they are unſcriptural, * contrary to fact, 
and derogatory to the honour of divine 
grace. — Should you,. for example, be in- 


formed that. -your nature has as much 


“ dignity now, as it ever had; that your 
* faculties are uncorrupted z and, except 


a few bad habits contracted by educa- 
< tion or evil e rt n inclinations 


, are 


8 
* 


® There is indeed a common Gt ſappoſed to be, 


| frriprural argument for the doctrine of men's ability 


to do good, drawn from the frequent calls and ex- 
hortations delivered in the bible: this concluſion has 
tempted ſome writers to deny, that there are ſuch 
calls to znawakened ſinners; and to explain them away, 


either as ſo many exhortations to mere outward a- 


mendment of life ; or elſe to real chriſtians who are 
poſſeſſed of ſpiritual life, —It muſt be acknowledged, 
that not a few of theſe exhortations, are given to 


thoſe that were preſumedly. chriſtians indeed ; ſuch 
are, Phil. ii. 12. Work out your own ſalvation, with 


fear and trembling ; and 2 Pet. i. 10. Give diligence 


to make your calling and. election sun B, i. e. a point 


ſettled, about which. they might have in their own 
minds no doubt. — But it ſeems to require vaſt in- 
genuity, and an immenſe” quantity of criticiſm, to 
determine that, Strive to enter in at the ftrait gate, for 
1 jay unte you, that many ſhall ſeek to enter in and ſhall 
wot be able; when, once the maſter. of the houſe is riſen 
#f and hath ſhut to the door; Luke xiii. 24. and, Labour 
vor for the meat that periſheth, but for that which endur- 
eth 10 eternal life; John vi. 27.. exhortations to real 
chriſtians, euho were * within the gate already, and 
walking in the road to life; and lat repent and be 

converted, 
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* are as pure as they came out of the 


hand of the Creator; that your powers 


** retain their priſtine vigor,” with much 
more of the kind, plainly implying, that. 
* there is little or no difficulty in religion; 


that to be holy and virtuous requires only 


* a {mall degree of reſolution with its at- 
* tendant exertions; that converſion and 


E << rege- 


* 
a 7 PE 8 
* 
[7 
. * 


converted, that your fins may be blotted out, when tle 


times of refreſhing fhall come from the preſence of the Lord, 
Acts iii, 19. is merely to be referred to outward refor- 


mation, and deliverance from remporal judgments. — 
But on the other hand it is ſaid, ** that theſe exhor- 


<< tations imply an inherent ſtrength in human nature 


* to obey them; and this implicit conſequence is 
urged againſt all the pofiive declarations of ſcripture 


to the contrary ; viz. that no man CAN come to Chriſt 
excett the Father draw him, John vi. 44. and that 20 


man CAN ſay that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, but by the 


Holy Glioſt, 1 Cor. xii. 3. — This is by no means a 
fair method of arguipg. — But it is enquired, if 
„ God knew that we had not moral ſtrength to 


«© comply with theſe exhortations, why did he give 


them :“ — This queſtion is beſt anſwered by aſking 
another; As God knew that men are not now able 
to keep the moral law, in the ſtrictneſs that it 
© demands obedience, why did he give ſo ſolemn 
«« a republication of it, upen mount Sina, with this 


Tc threatning,” (Deut. xxvi. 26. Gal. iii. 10.) cur/ed 


is every one that continueth not in all things that are 
euritten in this book ? — The Apoſtle Pau! reſolves 
the queſtion, Rem. v. 20. Moreover the li entered 


that the offence might abound, i. e. that the iaw was 
«6 not 
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© regeneration are unneceſſary; that habits 
of goodneſs are to be learned by prac- 
* tice, while divine influences, are at leaſt 


« very ſeldom, and very ſparingly mentioned.” 
If chriſtian - obedience and exhortations 


to good works be engrafted upon ſuch 


principles as theſe; I would freely aſk, 


* is this a ſcriptural or uſeful method of 


% preach- 


© not publiſhed as ſuppoſing that men, in their pre- 
«© /ent flate, could fulfil it; but as a means of diſco- 
„ vering to them that they cox/4 not, in order that 
« they might ſee their own, finfulneſs, and the neceſ- 
4 fity of the Saviour.“ In like manner, theſe exhor- 
tations to repent, believe, and turn to God, while they 
ſhow the neceſſity of theſe requilites to ſalvation, 
are given as ſo many means of convincing men of 
their want of power #7 themſelves, to turn and raiſe up 
their hearts to God, in order that, having a proof 
ſrom experience of their own feebleneſs, they may 
he induced to ery to God for ſtrength, and acknow- 
ledge that their falvation is wholly of grace; and 
wherever theſe exhortations have operated in a right 
manner, they have had this effect. — But it is ſaid, 
« that this idea of man's utter impotence would 


.«« vindicate diſobedience, as i: derogates from man's 
_ «« accountableneſs to God, and the morality of his 


« actions.“ ] confeſs, that I cannot ſee the force of 
this objection ; if this impotence proceeded from a 
want of rational faculties in common with the reſt 
of the ſpecies, the inference might be juſt, © that the 
© man is not accountable for his actions;“ or if & 
certain kind of impotence were intended that the 
perions awould be good, if they could; it would cer- 

tainly: 
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* preaching?” Is it conſiſtent with the 


ſentiment of the Apoſtle in the text; or 
with the general ſtrain of his writings ? 


Has it had the profeſſedly deſired effect, to 


make men wiſer and better, more moral, 
or reformed in their lives, than the ſort of 
preaching which it oppoſes ? Is it not juſtly 
ſaid, on the contrary, to have a direct ten- 

E 2 dency 


tainly be moſt unmerciful to ſuppoſe them objects of 
puniſhment far crimes which they would have avoided 

but could not; for rejecting the goſpel which they 
ab“, have received but could not, but this is entirely 
a miſrepreſentation ; we maintain, that this impotence 
ariſes altogether from the avickedne/s of the minds of 
men; from their love of jin, and di/like of holineſs ; this 
very.impotence is in ſome places of ſcripture deſcribed 
by an obflinate unwillingneſs; Je will not come unto me 
that ye might have life, John v. 40; the ſame is meant 
when it is deſcribed by cannot, only that it heightens 
the idea ſo as to ſuggeſt that the diſinclination is too 
ſtrong for human means to overcome, or human per- 
ſuaſions to make men willing; but ſure it does not 
follow, becauſe ſinners like religion, and are indi/- 
poſed to a reception of the goſpel, that therefore they 
are not accountable creatures, — It will however be 
ſaid perhaps, that it is zzaccuraze to apply the word 
* cannot to that which proceeds from æiſlike, and 
„ which men are voluntary in.“ I anſwer, that it is a 
frequent manner, in common life, of expreſſing an 
unconquerable antipathy, by 7 cannot bear it, tho” 
ſuch antipathy is certainly voluntary; and this is alſo 
a ſcriptural way of ſpeaking; fo Joſeph's brethren 
hated him, and therefore couLD noT Heal peaceably 


to 


6 


dency to make men proud, vain, and care- 
leſs, and to ſhut out the uſe of prayer? 
Can we indeed expect, thar man will be 
importunate with God to ſtrengthen him, 
who poſſeſſes fo very flattering an idea of 
his own ſtrength already? And do I ſpeak 


that 


to him. Gen. xxxvii. 4. In Jer. vi. 10, it was ſaid of 
the Jews, their ear is uncircumciſed and they CanxoTt 
hear; the cauſe: of which is immediately after af. 
ſigned, behold the word of the Lord is unto them a 
reproach; they have no delight in it i. e. (ſays Dr. 
Lowth on the words) “ As the ear when it is ſtopped 
« up with filth, cannot hear; ſo their minds are ſo 
„ prepoiiciled by their luſts, that the word of God 
* can find no admittance. Mens hearts, their lips 
and eais are ſaid to be uncircumciſed, when they 
« are not duly diſpoſed for hearing the truth; and 
«© while men continue in this condition, they cannot 
« give due attention to what God ſpeaks to them. 
& In the fame ſenſe, Chriſt ſaith to the Jenes, How 
„% CAN ye believe, who receive honour one of another? 
« John vi. 44. mearing that ſuck a remper was an 
& obflacle to their believing on him, and hindered 
« them from receiving the truth in the love of it.” 
— 1 muſt beg leave to add here, that as the only 
proper way of influencing the avill is by informing 
the judgment; fo theſe exhortations and addreſſes to 
the underſtandings of men, are in their own nature 
ſuitable to work upon them; and tho? we do not 
expect that they will actaally take effect, without the 
renewing grace of God; yet they are proper to be 
given in that expectation, and with prayers to heaven 
for their ſucceſs. 
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that it has been the notorious property of 
this ſelf-applauding doctrine, to relax the 
ſtrictneſs of religious obligation, in order 
to ſooth conſcience and the better, if poſſi- 
ble, to accomodate chriſtianity to human 
inclinations? Is it not a well-known cha- 
racteriſtic of theſe ſentiments, wherever they 
have been eſpouſed, that they have taughr 
their adherents, to ſubſtitute a very ſuper- 
ficial and deficient attendance on duty in 
the place of that truth, which God requireth 
in the inward parts; (y) and to reconcile 
the gaieties and maxims of the world, with 
the profeſſion of the name of Chriſt ? — 
This is, in every view of it, an extreme 
of ſo dangerous a nature, that it can never 
be too earneſtly cautioned againſt, or warily 
avoided. „But what if it be admitted, 
that there is ſome degree of corruption 
* in the mind; that this corruption has 
<< prevailed ſo far as to give the mind a 
biaſs to ſin, and that therefore, the grace 
of God is neceſſary, to 4ſt and co-op- 
perate with our own fincere endeavours, 
to withſtand the irregularities of the ſoul, 
and to practiſe holineſs. — But that our 
nature is not ſo depraved and out of 
order, as to be totally diſabled, in itſelf, 
for turning to God, and conforming to 


&« his 


» 


9 
40 
cc 
— 


Ns 


FI: 


£8 


5 Pfalm li. 6, 


— —_— — — — — — —— 
1 — ——— — . * OE bs 


( | 


& his will. —We muſt ourſelves begin and 


e ſtrive; and then God will ſucceed thoſe 


<« efforts of our faculties, juſt as in a weak 
<* habit of body, air and exerciſe, and the 
&« blefſing of God contribute to the re- 
„ covery of health?” — This reaſoning, 
it muſt be confeſſed, is plauſible; and has 


at firſt ſight, greatly the appearance of 
probability. — To ſtrive after holineſs, and 


to attend diligently on the means of grace, 


as ſo many channels appointed for the 
communication of that grace, is doubtleſs 


highly proper and neceſſary. — But the 


queſtion is, how ſhall perſons be excited 
« and inclined to this prevalent ardor after 
„e the things of God, this attention to duty?” 
Will they, of their own accord, be inclined 
to it? Or, will the mere force of human 
perſuaſion, be able to produce ſuch an 
effect? This the bible poſitively denies, 
aſcribing this effect wholly to divine grace; 
neither is he that planteth any thing, neither 
he that watereth, but God that giveth the 
increaſe. (2) — And, does nor the very no- 
tion of prayer for a bleſſing, + on the mo- 
tives offered to perſuade men, ſuppoſe that 


from 


8 „ 
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tht. 


{x) 1 Cor. iii. 7. 

+.1 have heard many ingenious and laboured diſ- 
courſes on the freedom and /elf=determination of the 
vill, in matters of religion; but it appeared to me 


rather 


(1 


from divine influence alone, the ſucceſs of 
ſuch motives is to be expected. — As then, 
the impotence in mankind, that we ſpeak 
of, proceeds ſolely from the depravity, diſ- 
inclination, and. indiſpofition of the mind; 
does not the inchning them to that which is 
good, ſuppoſe, on the one hand, their own 
weakneſs in this reſpect, previous to the 

| | giving 


ey 


rather inconfiſtent, that the preacher, after ſetting 
forth how eſſential to the nature of virtue, it is to 
conſider man as the principal agent, and God's grace 
as only concurring, aiding, aſſifting, &c, I ſay, it 
ſeemed to me rather an inconſiſtency, that the 
preacher ſhould, in the concluſion of the ſervice, 
pray that the word might be blaſed and faſtened on the 
minds of the hearers, and that they might be diſpoſed to 
comply with it. — As I did not doubt that the 
preacher really deſired that the word might certainly 
take effect, and this thro' the grace of God diſpoſing 
the mind to attend to and receive it; — it ſeemed 


to me to deſtroy all the former reaſoning ; for if 


God muſt influence (or which 1s the ſame, determine) 
the will by his grace to the reception of truth, what, 
in that caſe, will become of this /elf-determination of 
the will, which is judged ſo eſſential to the morality 
of actions? in ſhort, it appeared to me that, on theſe 
principles, I could not conſiſtently pray for a bleſſing 
on the word preached ; — that it is a contradiction, 
to teach, firſt of all, that man has in himſelf, whereby 
to turn to God, and then to pray, that God may turn 
iim; — and that a confftent prayer, on theſe prin- 
ciples, muſt run in ſome fuch form as this ; “ Lord, 
if thou Jeet that there are any here, already determined 
in thrm/elves to thy ways, help and aff! them.” 
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giving of that inclination ? And, on the 
other hand, that this deſire of what is 
good, is in conſequence of the ſtrength, 
that they have firſt of all received from 


God? — As the body may be ſo diſabled, 


as to be incapable of exerciſe, till it regains 
further ſtrength ; ſo, the meral powers of 
the ſoul, are weakened to that degree by 


fin, as to be wholly incapacitated for acting 


for God, until changed and 'renewed. — 
Hence the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of God 


<vorking in his people, to will as well as 


to do, (a) by virtue of which inward prin- 


ciple, their incumbent duty is, to work 
cut their ſalvation. — And do not. thoſe, 
who are thus brought to ſeek God, and 
deſire the knowledge of his ways, confeſs, 


that they are weak in themſelves; and ex- 
pect all their continued ſupply, for every 
vigorous exertion in the road to heaven, 


wholly from God ? So did the Apoſtle in 


the text, when I am weak, then am 1 ſtrong ; 


agreeable to which, he declared alſo {verſe 


9) that he choſe rather to cultivate a ſenſe 


of his own weakneſs, than any imaginary 
opinion of his own ability, that the grace 


of Chriſt might be the n.ore diſplayed, in 


his preſervation; moſt gladly therefore, will 
41 rather glory in mine nfirmities, that the 


power 


— 


(a) Phil. ii. 13. 


1 
power of Chrif may reſt upon me. — I gon. 

clude then, that to talk of the Arengrh ' or 
moral ability of human nature, in any view 
independant of what chriſtians receive con- 
tinually from the grace of God, is plain“ 
ly «contrary to the language of ſcripture; 
and muſt have, in the ſame proportion that 
it is inculcated or embraced, the hurtful 
effect of foſtering the pride of the heart, 
and precluding the earneſt, humble cry of 
the ſoul, after the ample proviſion made 
in the goſpel, for loſt and undone ſinners. 
— And I am led hence to form another 
concluſion; yiz. That in eder to preach 
the goſpel, with any well-grounded hope 
of making men truly religious and good, 
it is the duty of miniſters, faithfully to 
explain to them their own ſinfulneſs and 
wretchedneſs; their own incapacity either 
to fulfil the demands of the divine law; 
or practiſe any obedjence that is acceptable 
to God; at the ſame time, ſetting before 
them the boundleſs riches and freedom of 
the grace of Chriſt, thro* whoſe righteoul- 
neſs all their guilt may be pardoned, and 
by whoſe ſpirit, their corruptions may be 
ſubdued, and their ſouls purified, as a moſt 
eſſential and indiſpenſible part of the 
Grear SALVATION. — To diſpute about 
notions merely ſpeculative, is idle and un- 
F | profitable; 
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profitable; but truths, that have an inſiu - 
ence upon the practical part of religion, 
we cannot (with deceney and candour) too 
firmly adhere to, or ſolicitouſly contend for, 
as a part of the faith delivered to the Jaigts. 


